ROBESPIERRE

fresh danger or disaster: The English fleet, before Dun-
kirk! An army trapped at Mayence! Another, compelled
to retreat in the Midi! Valenciennes, besieged! Fon-
tenay, captured by the revolting peasants! Rebellion in
Lyon! Savoy, turning against France!... He must have
known that any man taking responsibility at such a
time must prepare himself for the worst, and that failure
and death, rather than success and triumph, might be
expected. The fact that he had the courage to assume
responsibility, proved himself, in a large measure, equal
to the task, and that by the sheer force of his personality
he was able to dominate the situation for a whole year
in the face of almost unprecedented difficulties, gives
him, in spite of his mistakes, some claim to greatness.

IX

Sad and humiliated the deputies filed back into their
seats. Robespierre's friend Couthon greeted them with
the following words, the irony of which may have been
unintentional:

"You are now undoubtedly convinced that you are
free. You have met the people and have found them
kind, generous, reasonable in every respect. I do not
yet ask for an indictment, only that the twenty-two,
the members of the Committee of Twelve, and the
cabinet ministers Claviere and Lebrun, be placed under
guard at their homes."

Barere came to consult Robespierre regarding
Danton's proposal that hostages be given to the
Gironde Departments. Danton himself generously
offered to go as a hostage to Bordeaux. Robespierre
rejected it: "It is nothing but a trap", he said. Other
compromise proposals were likewise rejected, and it
was finally voted that twenty-nine Gironde leaders and
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